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Abstract 
Management strategy evaluation (MSE) is "widely considered to be the most appropriate way to 
evaluate the trade‐offs achieved by alternative management strategies and to assess the 
consequences of uncertainty for achieving management goals". Thus, MSE is a compelling tool 
to address the impact of climate change on fisheries management. We reviewed MSEs that 
consider climate change as a system driver, reviewing MSE publications in terms of the 
completion and documentation of the steps in the structured decision making process. We record 
who participated in MSE processes and the roles participants played, as well as how the problem, 
objectives, alternatives, consequences, and trade-offs were elicited and considered.  We also 
review whether the MSE results were utilized for decision making in the modeled fisheries. We 
highlight lessons learned from these exercises and unique aspects of MSEs that model climate 
change as a driver relative to a sample of MSEs that do not consider climate change.  We also 
note lessons learned from successful MSEs that do not consider climate change that can be 
adopted to inform fisheries management in a changing climate.
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