
 

 
 
 

Our Ref: H4/ACB/IM/hgj 11 June 2019 

Subject: Joint ICES, EIFAAC and GFCM Data Call: Data submission for advice for European eel under 
WGEEL – Part 3: 2019 

 
Dear Reader, 

Please find enclosed a document describing the rationale, scope and technical details of the data call for the 
2019 work of the Joint EIFAAC/GFCM/ICES Working Group on Eel (WGEEL). Also, enclosed are nine an-
nexes with additional information. 

The data will be used by WGEEL to conduct an assessment of the eel stock and factors affecting the stock. 

For countries which are also EU members this data call is under the Council Regulation (EC) No 2017/1004. 
The deadline for this data call is 13 July 2019. 

For questions about the content of the data call, please contact: advice@ices.dk. For questions on data 
submission, please contact: data.call@ices.dk. 

The data call will also available from the ICES website at: http://ices.dk/marine-data/tools/Pages/Data-
calls.aspx. 

 

Sincerely, 

Anne Christine Brusendorff 

General Secretary 

 

CC: Alan Walker (WGEEL chair), Cédric Briand (WGEEL Stock Assessor); Nathalie Florin (DG-Mare), Patrick 
Daniel (DG-Mare), Venetia Kostopoulou (DG-Mare, DCF),  Elisabetta Betulla Morello (GFCM); 

DCF national correspondents 
Els Torreele, Simona Vasileva Nicheva, Ivana Vukov, Myrto 
Ioannou, Jørgen Dalskov, Elo Rasmann, Heikki Lehtinen, 
Camille Dross, Christoph Stransky, Apostolos Karagianna-
kos, Leonie O’Dowd, Evelina Carmen Sabatella; Didzis 
Ustups, Jūranda Savukynienė, Laura Stanionyte, Reno Mi-
callef, Inge Janssen, Sieto Verver, Irek Wojcik, Emilia Batista, 
Constantin Stroie, Jernej Švab, Maria del Pilar Vara del Rio, 
Anna Hasslow, Mathew Elliott, Marc Kreis, Vladimír Gall. 
 
ICES ACOM members and observers 
Els Torreele, Morten Vinther, Robert Aps, Jari Raitaniemi, 
Alain Biseau, Christopher Zimmermann, Gudmundur 
Thordarson, Ciaran Kelly, Didzis Ustups, Linas Lozys, 
Nathalie Steins, Jan Horbowy, Bjarte Bogstad, Maria de Fát-
ima Borges, Francisco Velasco Guevara, Massimiliano Cardi-
nale, Yuri Efimov, Pieter-Jan Schön, Petur Steingrund, Jesper 
Boje 
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mailto:data.call@ices.dk
http://ices.dk/marine-data/tools/Pages/Data-calls.aspx
http://ices.dk/marine-data/tools/Pages/Data-calls.aspx


Joint EIFAAC/GFCM/ICES Eel Data Call 2019 

 

1. Rationale 

This Data call is intended to formalize data reporting across all countries with natural production of 
European eel. Therefore, this is a joint call from ICES, EIFAAC and GFCM to seek data from all range 
states of the European eel.  

Descriptions of methods used to collect and process the data are often held separately in some Country 
Reports, and without the contact details of data stewards. These associated ‘metadata’ should be held 
alongside the ‘eel data’. 

Recognizing that the collection and provision of all eel and metadata is a huge task, the introduction of 
the Data call has been phased in over three years (2017, 2018, 2019), giving time to clarify the process 
for those providing the data and for the WGEEL and ICES to organize the data in the most efficient 
manner. In 2017, the Data call focused on data directly required to achieve the annual stock assessment 
in support of the ICES Advice, while in 2018 the Data call included the request for the data on silver eel 
stock indicators, biomass production and escapement and anthropogenic mortality rates, etc., as 
specified by the Eel Regulation 1100/2007 and associated EMPs. According to the Regulation and the 
Joint Declaration between the EU and Member States (December, 2017), these data will be reported 
every three years and are thus not part of the present (2019) Data call. 

In addition to the annual update on data required for the stock assessment (recruitment, landings, 
releases and stocking, and aquaculture data), the 2019 Data call includes a request for data concerning 
silver eel escapement and yellow eel abundance (in the following called yellow eel abundance and 
silver eel indices), and information on fishing effort from eel fisheries in all waters (hereafter called 
fishing effort).  

The Workshop on designing eel data call (WKEELDATA2) has further developed the Data call 
procedures and the database, to automate data extraction, implement restrictions concerning the public 
status of data and ensure the functionality of the database suitable for WGEEL. 

Output 

The data and metadata provided for the Data call 2019 will be used as the basis for the annual stock 
assessment in support of the advice for the eel stock, and will be integrated in an electronic database 
for the European Eel stock. This database will be used as a basis for timely and efficient drafting of 
stock status reports for ICES, the European Commission including fisheries and trade matters, and the 
provision of regional and whole stock advice across the natural range of the European eel. The 
information of fishing effort will be treated separately this year, i.e. not incorporated in the database, 
as in 2019 this is an exercise to gather information that will be used to design a more specific request 
for fishing effort data in future years. 

Legal framework 

The legal framework for the Data call is as follows, though noting that these don’t all apply to every eel 
producing country: 

• Council Regulation (EC) No 2017/1004 concerning the establishment of a Union framework 
for the collection, management and use of data in the fisheries sector and support for 
scientific advice regarding the Common Fisheries Policy. 

• Council Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy, amending Council 
Regulations (EC) No 1954/2003 and (EC) No 1224/2009 and repealing Council Regulations 
(EC) No 2371/2002 and E(EC) No 639/2004 and Council Decision 2004/585/EC. 



• Council Regulation (EC) No 1100/2007 of 18 September 2007 establishing measures for the 
recovery of the stock of European eel. 

 
Legal framework rationale 
 
ICES is mandated to request all fisherie-dependent and -independent data used to provide this advice. 
This mandate is supported by international agreements and the current EU data collection framework 
(DCF).  
 
All the governments and intergovernmental commissions requesting and receiving advice from ICES 
have signed international agreements under UNCLOS 1995* Fish Stocks agreement article 5 and 6 (to 
incorporate fisheries impacts on other components of marine ecosystems) and WSSD 2002 article 30 (to 
implement an ecosystem approach in relation to oceans policy including fisheries). These agreements 
include an obligation to collect and share data on, inter alia, vessel position (UNCLOS FSA art 5) and to 
support assessment of the impacts of fisheries on non-target species and the environment (UNCLOS 
FSA art 6).  
 
For EU Member States, this Data call is under the DCF regulation ((EC) No 2017/1004 and Commission 
Decision 2016/1251/EU) and in particular, Article 17(3) of regulation (EC) No 2017/1004 which states 
“..requests made by end-users of scientific data in order to serve as a basis for advice to fisheries management, 
Member States shall ensure that relevant detailed and aggregated data are updated and made available to the 
relevant end-users of scientific data within the deadlines set in the request,..”  
 
This Data call follows the principles of personal data protection, as referred to in paragraph (9) of the 
preamble in Council Regulation (EC) No 2017/1004. 
 
* United Nations (UN). 2011. Agreement related to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish 
Stocks. Available at: https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N95/274/67/PDF/N9527467.pdf?OpenElement 

 
 
2. Scope of the Data call 

This Data call is addressed to those countries within the geographic range of the European eel. These 
countries are distributed across different global and regional management organisations such as those 
represented in WGEEL (EIFAAC, ICES, GFCM). 

Since there is no online access to the database yet, data that have already been integrated were extracted 
during WKEELDATA2 and will be made available to the national correspondents, either on the 
WGEEL share point or by direct correspondence. Concerning all Annexes, if any of the values already 
integrated require corrections/an update (e.g. due to incomplete reporting in past data calls), please 
provide new data for the respective year(s).    

Table 1. List of species. 

Common name Code Scientific name 

European eel EEL Anguilla anguilla 

In this 2019 Data call, we ask for submission of all available ‘eel data’ (with the respective ‘metadata’), 
including historical data that has not yet been integrated to the database, for European eel on: 

• Silver eel indices 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N95/274/67/PDF/N9527467.pdf?OpenElement


• Yellow eel abundance indices. Note, that these do not refer to yellow eel recruitment time 
series, but only to those that provide a measure of the standing stock. 

In addition to the annual update on: 

• Recruitment 
• Landings (formerly Catch) 
• Releases (formerly Stocking) 
• Aquaculture production 

 
And a general request concerning: 

• the public status of the data provided (including data already in the database), and 
• information on fishing effort by eel fisheries in all waters 

Alongside each of these eel data, we request the following ‘metadata’ (only provide not previously 
reported or an update/corrections are necessary): 

• Data Steward: name and email address of a person who can be contacted about the dataset. 
• Method used: short description of the method used to collect the data. 

These metadata are further described in the data input sheets of Annexes 1 to 9.  

3. Deadlines 

ICES requests the data to be delivered to provide enough time for additional quality assurance prior to 
the WGEEL meeting. Therefore, data should be submitted by e-mail to the WGEEL stock coordinator 
by 13th July, 2019. This deadline is set according to the ICES standards. Missing the reporting deadline 
will compromise the indispensable data quality checking (on a stock basis) before the use of that data 
to update assessments. 

4. Data submission 

The data should be submitted using the templates supplied in Annexes 1–9 to this Data call. A detailed 
list of data formats, instructions and codes (e.g. treatment of nil values) to be used in the database can 
be found in Annexes 1–9. Whenever the input is constrained (in the form of a drop down menu), do 
not use any input other than the given options. Also, ICES area should not be provided for freshwater. 
Please refer to dictionary tables (labelled tr…) in the sheets, and follow the detailed instructions about 
stages in the following annex description. 

In the case of GFCM Experts and/or Focal Points participating in WGEEL, please complete the Annexes 
1–9 to for this Data call as much as it is possible and, when submitting them to ICES, also send a copy 
to the GFCM DCRF team (DCRF@gfcmonline.org) for information. 

5. Recruitment (Annex 1) 

• Recruitment data are defined as the quantities of eel caught at specific (index) locations as 
they ‘recruit’ to the local vicinity. These captures can be either by fisheries or fishery-
independent studies, using gears that include handnets, fykenets, trapping ladders and other 
means of capture. 

mailto:DCRF@gfcmonline.org


• The WGEEL uses these time-series data to calculate the Recruitment Indices, relative to the 
reference period of 1960–1979, and the results form the basis of the annual Single Stock 
Advice reported to the EU Commission.  

• Data should be provided as annual values. 
• The units of data are either numbers, biomass (kg), or indices. 
• Those recruitment data-series used in the Recruitment Indices are described in detail in the 

ICES European eel Stock Annex: 
(http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Stock%20Annexes/2016/Anguilla_an
guilla_SA.pdf). However, the Data call also seeks new data series not listed in the Stock 
Annex. 

• The recruitment series are categorized as glass eel (G), mixture of glass and yellow eels 
dominated by glass eel (GY), and larger yellow eel (Y) recruiting to continental habitats. Do 
not use any other stage. The young or larger yellow eel may consist of multiple year classes 
of eel but they are all ‘recruiting’ to the stock past the survey point in the same year. 

• Please do not fill series_info unless the series has not been previousely reported or 
information needs to be updated/corrected. 

• A separate excel file should be provided for each data series. Extend the name of each file by 
the shortname of the series.  

• Note, that a biometry tab has been added to the Annex. Providing these data is optional, and 
does not need to be done if it would prevent the data call being publicly available. 

 

6. Yellow eel abundance Indices (Annex 2) 

• The WGEEL requires data on time series of yellow eel abundance (i.e. standing stock, in 
contrast to mixed and yellow eel recruitment time series) as an independent measure in order 
to confirm local trends in the standing stock. Data in this sheet should be based on empirical 
observations in a specific location, such as scientific surveys or fisheries-based surveys of 
yellow eel abundance (e.g. based on CPUE). 

• A separate excel file should be provided for each data series. Extend the name of each 
respective file by the shortname of the series.  

• Data should be reported by year 
• The units of data are either numbers, biomass (kg) or indices 
• Where there are multiple sites surveyed, for example throughout a river basin, mean values for 

the river basin should be reported. 
• An additional sheet called biometry has been provided to enter biological information ( average 

length, weight and age of yellow eels) related with the time series of yellow eel abundance. 

• Note, that a biometry tab has been added to the Annex. Providing these data is optional, and 
does not need to be done if it would prevent the data call being publicly available. 

 

7. Silver eel indices (Annex 3) 

• The WGEEL requires data on silver eel indices in order to assess relative trends in the 
escapement and use it as an independent measure of local trends in escapement. Data in this 
sheet should be based on empirical observations in a specific location, such as scientific 
surveys or fisheries-based time series of silver eel escapement (e.g. based on CPUE). 

• Data should be reported by year 



• The units of data are either numbers, biomass (kg) or indices 
• A separate excel file should be provided for each data series. Extend the name of each 

respective file by the shortname of the series.  
• An additional sheet called biometry has been provided to enter data about the average 

length, weight and age of silver eels collected each year in the time series. In this sheet you 
can enter separate information for female and males and the sex-ratio. See readme for 
columns definition. 

• Note, that a biometry tab has been added to the Annex. Providing these data is optional, and 
does not need to be done if it would prevent the data call being publicly available. 

8. Landings (Annex 4) 

• Landings data are defined as the quantity of eel that are harvested and brought to land. That 
is, they include regular landings from fisheries. They also include eels that are later released, 
which also need to be reported in the Releases (Annex 5), except for eels that were caught 
and released within the same water body, with no change in mortality – these should not be 
reported in both Landings and Releases (in compliance with Annex 5). 

• The WGEEL uses these data to report trends in landings in the ICES Single Stock Advice. 
This information is requested by the Administrative Agreement between ICES and the EU 
Commission. 

• Data should be provided as annual total values, according to life stage (glass (G), yellow (Y), 
silver (S)) and fishing activity type (commercial or recreational). When they are not possible 
to separate, a mixing of yellow and silver eel (YS) can be used in the reports. Do not use any 
other stage for landings, those will be refused at data integration.  

• The units of data are kg. 

9. Releases (Annex 5) 

• Releases data are defined as the quantity of eel that are released alive into waters of a basin 
or management unit. That is, they include activities described as Restocking, Assisted 
Migration, Trap and Transport, or Catch and Release, except if the released eels were caught 
and released within the same water body, with no change in mortality, which should not be 
reported in both Landings and Releases (in compliance with Annex 4). 

• The WGEEL uses these data to check against eel production estimates and anthropogenic 
mortality rates reported by countries. 

• Data must be provided in annual totals both in weight (kg) and numbers, per eel 
management unit. If you do not have either one of the two values, calculate an estimate based 
on an average eel weight. 

• The units of data are numbers and kg of eel when they are released, except where reporting 
Glass Eel Equivalents (GEE) that should be numbers only. 

• The stages can be glass (G), yellow (Y), ongrown eel (OG) quarantined glass eel (QG) or silver 
(S). Do not use the GY stage here, it is used only to describe recruitment series. 

10. Aquaculture production (Annex 6) 

• Aquaculture production data are defined as the quantity of eel produced on an annual basis 
from aquaculture facilities. 

• Data should be provided as annual total weights per country. 
• The units of data are kg. 



• Some aquaculture production data have previously been included in official landings 
statistics but this must be avoided. 

• Some eels are grown in aquaculture for periods of time and then released alive to waters not 
necessarily those from where they were caught. This can be done for a variety of reasons. 
Such eels should be registered as landed when they are caught and then stocked (released) 
and not as aquaculture production. 

11. Public status of data (Annex 7) 

• Define the public status of data provided for the WGEEL (i.e. whether it can be used in the 
report and displayed in the database visualization tool). 

• Note that some questions in this sheet apply to data reported in the 2018 Data call but not 
requested in 2019. 

• The public status applies to all data that has been integrated to the database as well as data 
collected during this and future data calls, but can be changed at any time in the future 
(therefore please contact the stock assessor/coordinator). 

• Note, that it is crucial for the work of WGEEL that the collected data are open to public, and 
working groups are encouraged to develop a transparent assessment framework, meaning 
that data used in the assessment should be made public. Please contact the stock 
assessor/coordinator if you have further questions. 

12. Eel Fishing Effort Questionnaire (Annex 8) 

• The WGEEL requires information on fishing effort to place trends in landings in the context 
of any change in fishing effort. As fisheries are conducted on different eel life stages by a 
diverse range of gears and controls across different countries, the capture and analysis of 
fishing effort data for the international stock is a very complicated situation. This request in 
2019 is the first step towards describing this diversity and developing the most appropriate 
and efficient metrics. 

• The effort questionnaire is to capture the summary decription of the eel fisheries present in 
every country 

13. Eel Fishing Effort Datasheet (Annex 9)  

Following on from the effort questionnaire  

• The fishing effort data is to capture the effort data by country/ region by licence category by 
year. 

• The years required are 
o 2014 -2018 (5 years) 
o 2008 (pre EU regulation) 

• If more data are available they will improve the analysis and would be greatly appreciated 
 

Contacts 

The national response to the Data call should be sent to: 

• Jan-Dag Pohlmann. WGEEL Stock Coordinator. Email: jan.pohlmann@thuenen.de 

For support concerning issues about the data call please contact: 

• Cédric Briand. WGEEL Stock Assessor. Email: Cedric.Briand@eptb-vilaine.fr  

mailto:Cedric.Briand@eptb-vilaine.fr


• Jan-Dag Pohlmann. WGEEL Stock Coordinator. Email: jan.pohlmann@thuenen.de 

For support concerning other issues, related to the working group, please contact: 

• Alan Walker, chair of WGEEL. Email: Alan.walker@cefas.co.uk 

For questions about the content of the data call, please contact: advice@ices.dk 

For questions on data submission, please contact: data.call@ices.dk 
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