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M Y T Z ~ ~ C O L A  ORZENTALZS MORI 

Host species 
Crassostrea gigas Thunberg, Pacific oyster; Ostrea lurida 
Carpenter, Western oyster, Olympia oyster; Mytilus edulis 
L., mussel; Mytilus californianu California mussel; Mytilus 
crassistesta; Crepidula fornicata (L.), slipper limpet 

Disease name 
Mytilicola orientalis Mori, parasitism 

Etiology 
Mytilicola orientalis Mori 

Associated environmental conditions 
Salinity, population density, and occurrence of host 

Geographical distribution 
West coast of the United States, Japan, Atlantic coast of 
France (particularly Arcachon Basin) 

Control 
Regulation of culture methods; complete prevention of 
transfers 

Gross clinical signs 
Reduction in condition index; in the case of severe in- 
fections, mortality 

Histopathology 
Metaplasia around the intestine 

Comments 
Description of parasite 

Adult female. Ten to 12 mm in length, 1.33 mm wide at 
the largest; head separate from thorax; the first pair of an- 
tennae has four segments, the second pair two. Thorax 
consists of five segments with triangular lateral appendi- 
ces; genital segment fused with the thoracic segments; egg 
sacs 7 mm in length containing approximately 200 eggs; 
and abdomen narrower than genital segment. 

Adult male. Much smaller than the female, 4 mm in 
length, 0.55 mm wide; thoracic segment appendices are 
more developed than those of Mytilicola intestinalis; ab- 
domen is not segmented; the mouth parts have one more 
pair of maxillipeds than those of the female; develop- 
mental cycle unknown; and site in host, intestine. 

PARASITOSE A MYTZLZCOLA ORZENTALZS 
MORI 

Espt5ces hates 
Crassostrea gigas Thunberg, huitre du Pacifique; Ostrea lu- 
rida Carpenter; Mytilus edulis L., moule; Mytilus californi- 
anus, moule de Californie; Mytilus crassistesta; Crepidula 
fornicata (L.), crtpidule 

Nom de la maladie 
Parasitose B Mytilicola orientalis Mori 

~ t i o l o ~ i e  
Mytilicola orientalis Mori 

Conditions de milieu 
Salinitt, densitt de la population, localisation de l'h8te 

Distribution gbographique 
C8te ouest des Etats Unis, Japon, c8te atlantique fran- 
~ a i s e  (en particulier Bassin d'Arcachon) 

Prophylaxie et traitement 
Rtglementation des cultures; interdiction de transferts 

Signes cliniques macroscopiques 
Amaigrissement des huitres parasittes (baisse de l'index 
de condition); mortalitts dans les cas d'infestations st- 
vZres. 

Histopathologie 
Mttaplasie au niveau de l'intestin 

Remarques 
Description du parasite 

Femelle adulte. 10 2. 12 mm de long, 1.33 mm dans la plus 
grande largeur; t&te stparie du thorax; la premi2re paire 
d'antennes a quatre segments, la deuxieme en a deux. 
Thorax compost de cinq segments prtsentant des appen- 
dices triangulaires lattraux; segment gtnital fusionnC 
avec les segments thoraciques; ovisacs mesurent 7 mm de 
long et contiennent environ 200 oeufs; abdomen plus fin 
que le segment genital. 

M2le adulte. Beaucoup plus petit que la femelle, 4 mm de 
long, 0.55 mm de largeur; les appendices des segments 
thoraciques sont plus dtveloppCs que ceux de M .  intesti- 
nalis; abdomen non segmentt; l'appareil masticateur prC- 
sente une paire de maxillipZdes de plus que celui de la fe- 
melle; le cycle de dtveloppement est inconnu; localisation 
dans 17h8te, intestin. 
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