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Sea bass (Dicentrarchus labrax) in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j (West of Scotland, West of Ireland, eastern part
of southwest of Ireland)

ICES advice on fishing opportunities

ICES advises that when the precautionary approach is applied, commercial landings should be no more than 3 tonnes in
each of the years 2021, 2022, and 2023. ICES cannot quantify total catches.

Note: This advice sheet is abbreviated due to the COVID-19 disruption. The previous advice issued for 2018-2020 is attached
as Annex 1.

Stock development over time
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Figure 1 Sea bass in divisions 6.3, 7.b, and 7.j. Official landings.
Stock and exploitation status
Table 1 Sea bass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. State of the stock and the fishery relative to reference points.
Fishing pressure Stock size
2017 2018 2019 2017 2018 2019

Maximum sustainable yield Frasy 9 o e Unknown Msy Btr'lgger 9 o o Unknown
Precautionary approach Fpa'Fl'lm o e e Unknown Bpa'BIim 9 o o Unknown

Management plan Frer - - —  Not applicable Buiar - - — Not applicable

Catch scenarios

The precautionary buffer, last applied in 2017.

ICES Advice 2020 — bss.27.6a7bj — https.//doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.5773
ICES advice, as adopted by its Advisory Committee (ACOM), is developed upon request
by ICES clients (European Union, NASCO, NEAFC, Iceland, and Norway). 1
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Table 2 Sea bass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. The basis for the catch scenarios *.
Recent advised commercial landings 4 tonnes
Discard rate Unknown
Precautionary buffer Applied | 0.8
Landings advice ** 3 tonnes
% advice change *** -25

* The figures in the table are rounded. Calculations were done with unrounded inputs and computed values may not match exactly
when calculated using the rounded figures in the table.

** [Recent advised landings] x [precautionary buffer].

*** Advice value for 2021 relative to the advice value for 2018.

The reduction in advice (-25%) is due to the application of the precautionary buffer and rounding.

History of the advice, catch, and management

Table 3 Sea bass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. ICES advice and official landings. All weights are in tonnes.
Predicted catch
. ' Official
Year ICES advice corresp. to Agreed TAC .
. landings
advice

2000 |- - none 1
2001 |- - none 4
2002 | Noincrease in effort or F * - none 4
2003 | Noincrease in effort or F * - none 2
2004 | Noincrease in effort or F * - none 8
2005 |- - none 4
2006 |- - none 2
2007 |- - none 5
2008 |- - none 5
2009 |- - none 4
2010 |- - none 9
2011 |- - none 7
2012 | Noincrease in catch * - none 1
2013 | 20% reduction in catches (average of the last 3 years) * <6000 * none 0
2014 20% reduction in commercial landings (average of the last 3 years, 2009— <18 none 5

2011)
2015 | 20% reduction in commercial landings (average 2009—-2011) <5 none 0.8

Precautionary approach (same advised commercial landings value as
2016 . <5 none 0.1

given for 2015)

P ti h dvised ial landi |
2017 .recau ionary approach (same advised commercial landings value as <s none 0

given for 2015)
2018 | Precautionary approach <4 none 1 **
2019 P.recautionary approach (same advised commercial landings value as <a none 0.04 **

given for 2018)

Precautionary approach (same advised commercial landings value as
2020 . <4 none

given for 2018)
2021 | Precautionary approach <3
2022 Precautionary approach (same advised commercial landings value as <3

given for 2021) B
2023 Precautionary approach (same advised commercial landings value as <3

given for 2021) -

* Advice for the European sea bass in the Northeast Atlantic (combined stock).
** Preliminary.
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History of the catch and landings

Table 4 Sea bass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. History of commercial landings, presented by country. All weights are in tonnes.

Year Spain France UK Ireland Total official

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004 2

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

RINJO(WILIOVINIOIN|R |-

2012

2013

2014 2 <0.5

2015 0.8

o|o

2016 0.1

2017 0

Rlo|kR|lo|[Nvio|lk|v|lo|dlu|lun|d]|d|o|v|d| b~ |ojlo|o|o|o

2018 * 1

2019 * 0.04 0.04

* Preliminary.
Sources and references

ICES. 2020. Working Group for the Celtic Seas Ecoregion (WGCSE). Draft report. ICES Scientific Reports. 2:40.
xx pp. http://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.5978. Publication of the full report is expected end of 2020.

Recommended citation: ICES. 2020. Sea bass (Dicentrarchus labrax) in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j (West of Scotland,
West of Ireland, eastern part of southwest of Ireland). /n Report of the ICES Advisory Committee, 2020. ICES Advice
2020, bss.27.6a7bj. https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.5773.
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Annex 1 ICES

ICES Advice on fishing opportunities, catch, and effort CIEM
Celtic Seas ecoregion? Published 30 June 2017
bss.27.6a7bj Version 2: 07 July 2017

DOI: 10.17895/ices.pub.3065

Seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax) in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j (West of Scotland, West of Ireland, eflitern part of
southwest of Ireland)

ICES stock advice \

ICES advises that when the precautionary approach is applied, commercial landings should be e than 4%tonnes in each
of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020. ICES cannot quantify total catches. Q

Stock development over time

Official reported landings are low and fluctuate without any trends (a maximum of 9 tonnes walllafided in 2010). Most of the
reported official landings are from Division 7.j.
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Figure 1 Seabass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. dings.
Stock and exploitation status K
Table 1 Seabass in divisions 6.3, 74 @ tate of the stock and fishery relative to reference points.
- a
Fi pressure Stock size
14 2015 2016 2014 2015 2016

© undefined Y — © 0O | © unefined

(7
Precautionary approach par Flim o o Undefined BpasBiim 9 o o Undefined
L 4

Management plan ar - - - Not applicable Seamar - - — Not applicable

Qualitative eval@ati - 9 e 9 Unknown Quallitative evaluation 9 9 9 Unknown

" Version 2: erection of ecoregion
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Catch options

The ICES framework for category 6 stocks was applied (ICES, 2012a). For stocks without information on nd@ace or
exploitation, ICES considers that a precautionary reduction of catches should be implemented. The precautionaljbuffer was
last applied in 2013 (advice for 2014); therefore, it has to be applied this year again.

Table 2 Seabass in divisions 6.3, 7.b, and 7.j. The basis for the catch options.
Recent advised commercial landings 5 tonnes
Discard rate Unknown
Precautionary buffer Applied | 0.8
Landings advice* 4 tonnes

*recent advised landings * precautionary buffer.

Basis of the advice

L 4
Table 3 Seabass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. The basis of the advice.
Advice basis Precautionary approach
Management plan ICES is not aware of any agreed precautionary ma ment plan for seabass in this area.

Quality of the assessment

A series of official commercial landings data is available but the ¢ this is unknown. Discarding of seabass on Irish
observer trips since 1990 has been negligible. Data on seaba NGLS shore anglers in Ireland were available and are
estimated at 30 tin 2010 and 44 t in 2011 (this includes some rom divisions 7.a and 7.g). Therefore an accurate time-

series of total catches cannot be calculated. @

the assessment and advice. Stock identity remains po rstood and tagging studies are ongoing. Seabass in divisions 6.a
and 7.g around the southern and eastern coasts of rrently included in the seabass assessment in divisions 4.bc, 7.a,
and 7d-h, but may be more associated with the s jvisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j.

Issues relevant for the advice

Time-series of catches, releases, and size/age compositioﬁre ed from this component of the fishery in order to improve
nd is

isheries has been in place in Ireland since 1990. The industry reports high
moratorium. Recreational fisheries in Ireland are subject to bag limits of 2
sed season from 15th May to 15th June annually.

A moratorium on landings of seabass in cogme
sporadic catches which are discarded dy
fish/24 hrs, a 40 cm minimum size limit, 4

Reference points

No reference points are defi ighstock.
Basis of the assessnﬁrt\
Table 4 Seabass\ divisidns 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. Basis of assessment and advice.
ICES stock da t (ICES, 2016)
Assessment t No assessment
Input data Official landings
Discards and b Unknown

None
Benchmarked in 2012 (ICES, 2012b)
Working Group for the Celtic Seas Ecoregion (WGCSE)
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Information from stakeholders

There is no additional available information for this stock.

History of the advice, catch, and management

Published 30 June 2017

Table 5 Seabass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. ICES advice and official landings. All weights are in t
Predicted catch
Year ICES advice . Official landings*
corresp. to advice

2000 - - 1
2001 - - 4
2002 No increase in effort or F** - 4
2003 No increase in effort or F** one 2
2004 No increase in effort or F** -/ no 8
2005 one 4
2006 - none 2
2007 - -| none 5
2008 - -| none 5
2009 - -| none 4
2010 - - | none 9
2011 - -| none 7
2012 No increase in catch** -| none 1

20% reduction in catches (last 3 y&r !
2013 < 6000** | none 0

average) **
5014 20% r’eduction in commercial landing\(last <18 | none 5

years’ average 2009-2011)

20% reduction in commerd ings
2015 < 5| none 0.8***

(average 2009-2011)

Precauti Wadlised

recautionary approa JWlvise

2016 nary app ) <5 [ none 0.1%%

commercial landings vaiéigas given for 2015)
2017 Precautio.nary a sa e.advised <5 | none

commercial lana as given for 2015)
2018 Precautionary approa <4
2019 Precau y pproach (same'adwsed <a

comme an¢ngs value as given for 2018)

Pri tiorie® approach (same advised
2020 . . <4

cdnmercild landings value as given for 2018)

1 vised.

* Landings between 2007
** Advice for the Europe

*** preliminary.

S
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History of the catch and landings

Table 6 Seabass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. Catch distribution by fleet in 2016 as estimated by ICES.
Catch Commercial catch Recreatio atch
commercial landings Commercial discards
Unknown . own
0.1 tonnes Not available, but known to occur

Table 7 Seabass in divisions 6.a, 7.b, and 7.j. History of commercial landings presented by ghts are in tonnes.
Year Belgium Spain France UK Irelan Total official
1995 0
1996 0
1997 0
1998 0
1999 0
2000 1 1
2001 4 4
2002 4 4
2003 2 2
2004 2 6 8
2005 4
2006 2 2
2007 5
2008 5
2009 1 4
2010 9 9
2011 7 7
2012 1 1
2013 0
2014 2 <0.5 2
2015* . ‘ ? 0.8 0.8
2016* 0.1 0.1

*Preliminary. &

Summary of th ssment

There ii Eo ass for seabass in this area.
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