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9.4.12.5 Advice June 2010 
 
ECOREGION Widely distributed and migratory stocks 
STOCK  Tusk (Brosme brosme) in Divisions IIIa, Vb, VIa XIIb and Subareas IV, 

VII, VIII, IX (other areas) 
 
Advice for 2011  
 
ICES advises that catches in 2011 should be less than 6 900 t, and a reduction from recent levels catches should be 
considered in order to be consistent with MSY (see section 1.2.4 of ICES Advisory Report). 
 
Stock status 
 

Fishing mortality 2007 2008 2009 
FMSY Unknown Unknown Unknown 
FPA/Flim Unknown Unknown Unknown 
    
Spawning Stock 
Biomass (SSB) 

2008 2009 2010 

MSY Btrigger Unknown Unknown Unknown 
BPA/Blim Unknown Unknown Unknown 

 

 
Figure 9.4.12.5.1  Tusk in other areas. Top left: Landings by ICES Division. Other plots: Estimates of cpue (kg/1000 

hooks) of tusk in Subareas IVa, Vb and VIa based on official logbooks. 
 
Management plans 
 
No specific management objectives are known to ICES. 
 
In the light of the EU policy paper on fisheries management (17 May 2010, COM(2010) 241) this assessment unit is 
classified under category 6. The stock distribution area and management area are different. 
 
The fisheries 
 
Tusk is a bycatch species in longline, trawl, and gillnet fisheries. Norway has traditionally landed a large share of the 
total international landings. Around 90% of the Norwegian landings are taken by longliners. 
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Quality considerations 
 
Cpue series of the main fleet in Division IVa, VIa and VIb are used as indicators of the stocks trend. Catch and effort 
data for Norwegian longliners are available, both from the overall fleet (1971–1994), from the entire fleet of longliners 
(2000–2009). 
 
Scientific basis 
Assessment type Cpue trends based assessment 
Input data Total landings and cpue series were available for all relevant fleets 
Discards and bycatch Not available  
Indicators - 
Other information - 
Working group report WGDEEP 
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9.4.12.5 Supporting Information June 2010 
 
ECOREGION Widely distributed and migratory stocks 
STOCK  Tusk (Brosme brosme) in Divisions IIIa, Vb, VIa XIIb and Subareas IV, 

VII, VIII, IX (other areas) 
 
Reference points 
 
No reference points have been defined for this assessment unit. 
 
Outlook for 2011  
 
No reliable assessment can be presented for this assessment unit and fishing possibilities cannot be projected. 
 
The historic cpue data were reinterpreted and suggest that catches during the period 2002 through 2008 (6 900 t) in 
these Subareas seem to have not a detriment effect in the stock. A reduction from recent levels catches should be 
considered in order to be consistent with MSY (see section 1.2.4 of ICES Advisory Report).  
 
Additional considerations  
 
The interpretation of the information of the assessment unit has changed since 2008 because the cpue was separate in 
different gears and effort is not comparable through time. Since 2000 autolines have been used and this information is 
the basis of the advice. 
 
There is a licensing scheme and effort limitation in Division Vb. The minimum landing length for tusk in Division Vb is 
40 cm. Norway has a bilaterally agreed quota in Division Vb and a licensing scheme in EU waters.  
 
NEAFC recommends that in 2009 the effort in areas beyond national jurisdiction shall not exceed 65 per cent of the 
highest level for deep-water fishing in previous years. 
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Assessment and management area 
 

ICES Assessment Units

Va and XIV

I and II

VIb

XII (excl. XIIb)

Other Areas

 

EU Management Areas

IVa-b (Norwegian Waters)

I, II and XIV

IIIa

IVa (EU), IVb (EU) and IVc

Vb, VI and VII

 

Figure 9.4.12.5.2  Tusk in other areas. ICES assessment areas (top) and EU TAC Regulation area (bottom) of tusk in 
the Northeast Atlantic. 

 
Sources 
 
ICES. 2010. Report of the Working Group on the Biology and Assessment of Deep-Sea Fisheries Resources, 7–13 

April 2010, ICES Headquarters, Copenhagen. ICES CM 2010/ACOM:17. 
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Figure 9.4.12.5.3 Tusk in other areas. Estimates of cpue (kg/1000 hooks) of tusk in Divisions IVa ,Vb and VIa based 
on skipper’s logbooks (pre-2000) and official logbooks (post 2000). Note gap in time-series 
between 1993 and 2000, and the differences in cpue scale between areas. The 2009 estimates are 
preliminary. The data used for the period 1971-1993 are, early on only hand baited lines (blue 
diamonds), then a mix of both hand baited and autolines (red squares) and finally only autolines 
(green triangles). The new data series is denoted by purple circles. 
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Figure 9.4.12.5.4 Tusk in other areas. Cpue (kg/fishing day) of tusk in Division IVa for Danish. Based on logbook 
data. 
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Figure 9.4.12.5.5 Tusk in other areas. Cpue (kg/h) in spring and autumn bottom-trawl survey in Division Vb 
(Faroes). 
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Figure 9.4.12.5.6 Tusk in other areas. Cpue (kg/1000hooks) from longliners > 100 GRT in Division Vb (Faroes). 
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Table 9.4.12.5.1 Tusk in Divisions IIIa, Vb, VIa XIIb and Subareas IV, VII, VIII, IX (other areas). ICES advice, 
management, and landings. 

 
Year ICES  

Advice  
 

Predicted 
catch 
corresp. to 
advice 

TAC  
EU 
Subarea 
III 

TAC  
EU 
Subarea 
IV (EU 
waters) 

TAC  
EU 
Subarea IV 
(Norwegian 
waters) 

TAC  
EU+Norway 
Subareas V, 
VI, and VII 

TAC 
Norway 
IIa, IV, 
Vb, VI 
and VII 

ICES 
Landings 

 

2003 Reduce effort by 
30%1 

- 0.04 0.37 0.71 - 6.51 

2004 Biennial1 - 0.04 0.37 0.71 - 6.14 
2005 Effort should be 

reduced by 30% of 
1998 effort1 

- 0.04 0.317 0.604 - 6.70 

2006 Biennial1 - 0.04 0.317 0.604 - 7.26 

2007 Constrain catches to 
5 000 t2 

5 0.028 0.231 0.170 0.435 3.35 7.09 

2008 Biennial2 5 0.028 0.231 0.170 0.435 3.35 7.36 
2009 Constrain catches to 

5 000 t 
5 0.028 0.231 0.170  3.785 6.77 

2010 Biennial  5 0.024 0.196 0 0.283 2.938  
2011 Less than 6900 t, 

and a reduction from 
recent levels catches 
should be considered 

6.9       

Weights in ‘000 t. 
 1 Advice for Tusk in the Northeast Atlantic. 
 2 Advice for this stock prior to 2008 included Mid-Atlantic ridge and VIb (Rockall). 
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Table 9.4.12.5.2 Tusk in Divisions IIIa, Vb, VIa XIIb and Subareas IV, VII, VIII, IX (other areas). ICES estimates 
of landings (tonnes). 

 

YEAR III IVA IVB VB1 VB2 VIA VIIA VIIB,C VIIG-K VIIIA ALL AREAS

1988 61 4429 4059 1606 2120 17 5 1 12298 

1989 93 6418 4 3722 1400 2297 2 108 86 14130 

1990 60 4254 5 5202 979 2256 4 155 33 12948 

1991 84 4537 2 5170 1096 1543 2 52 14 12500 

1992 85 4932 12 4399 992 1682 3 218 47 12370 

1993 79 5141 14 2862 577 1223 120 32 10048 

1994 51 3375 7 3407 909 1262 94 31 9136 

1995 42 3348 15 3347 631 1435 1 48 37 8904 

1996 44 3369 33 2728 582 1391 58 29 8234 

1997 31 2272 38 2742 577 1261 1 75 19 7016 

1998 21 3387 66 2073 637 1281 1 33 10 1 7510 

1999 29 2435 34 3517 447 539 147 8 0 7156 

2000 36 3260 116 2367 333 2011 164 13 8300 

2001 57 3095 56 3526 469 1767 1 263 14 9248 

2002 50 2961 71 2722 281 1124 66 5 7280 

2003 51 1997 8 2733 559 1128 21 3 6500 

2004 45 1666 23 3536 107 726 21 1 6125 

2005 44 1826 7 3272 360 1019 23 2 6553 

2006 29 2159 32 3559 317 1059 90 3 7248 

2007 21 2180 15 3431 344 1085 13 1 7090 

2008 44 2140 71 3689 61 1346 4 0 7355 

2009* 39 2265 18 3066 164 1214 3 0 6769 

*Preliminary 
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