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Executive summary

The W orking Group on DATRAS Governance (WGDG) aims to align the Database of Trawl Sur-
veys (DATRAS) for the different surveys, to evaluate the database using guidance developed by
Data and Information Group (DIG), to oversee, align and advise onrequests for further develop-
ment of DATRAS, and to provide a platform for end-user feedback. WGDG consists of represent-
atives of ICES working groups delivering data to DATRAS: the Baltic International Fish Survey
Working Group (W GBIFS), the International Bottom Trawl Survey Working Group (IBTSWG),
and the Working Group on Beam Trawl Surveys (W GBEAM), as well asrepresentatives of ICES
Data Centreand of DIG. This report contains the mainresults of the past year’s meetings.

The focus in thisreporting period (June 2020-May 2021) has, as in previous years, been on align-
ment of DATRAS over different surveys, the main output being the implementation of the ge-
neric DATRAS format for submissionacross surveys. The implementation of the submissionwas
smooth, the communication of the changes to end-users canstill beimproved.

In spring 2021 the governance framework description for DATRAS was reviewed, later than
planned, so the qualitative evaluation of the framework is scheduled for autumn 2021. The
framework hasbeen developed by the ICES Data and Information Group and encompasses top-
ics like data security, data discoverability, database development and is meantto give an over-
view of the current state of the databasein its widest context. The evaluation of the framework
will highlight the points for attentionin further development.
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Expert group information

Expert group name

Working Group on DATRAS Goverance (WGDG)

Expert group cycle

Multiannual fixed term

Year cycle started

2020

Reporting yearin cycle

2/3

Chair(s)

Ingeborg de Boois, The Netherlands

Meeting venue(s) and dates

10 November 2020, online meeting (7 participants)

28 January 2021, online meeting (7 participants)

20 April 2021, online meeting (7 participants)
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Introduction

Purpose of the working group

TheICES Database on Trawl Surveys (DATRAS) contains data from fish trawl surveys that are
used for (stock) assessment purposes. The Working Group on DATRAS Governance aims to
align DATRAS, and the requests related to DATRAS, for the different surveys, to evaluate the
database using guidance developed by Data and Information Group (DIG), to oversee and ad-
vise on requests for further development of DATRAS, and to provide a platform for end-user
feedback.

The Working group on DATRAS governance consists of representatives of ICES w orking groups
delivering data to DATRAS (currently WGBIFS, IBTSWG, W GBEAM), the DATRAS Team of
ICES Data Centre and of DIG. One participant is also involved in the Working Group on
SmartDots Governance (WGSMART).

Due to the group’s composition WGDG is a good platform for combining issues, requirements
etc.on DATRAS from different survey groups on onehand, and on the other hand useful place
toexplain requests fromend-users or survey groups to the DATRAS Team of ICES Data centre.

Terms of reference, and summary of progress

ToR ToR Description

Background

Progressin relation toToR

DIG had provided a governance frame-
work to review a databasein the
broadest sense of the word. Transpar-
ency about the status of the ICES data-
basesis crucial tomaintainand im-
prove the quality of the databases and
the data.

Feedback by reviewers on updated
version of governance framework,
review processed. Governance eval-
uation process scheduled for 2" half
2021

a Further evolve the frame-
work on the governance of
DATRAS

b Oversee andadvise on thein-

terpretation and prioritisa-
tion of recommendations
from expertgroups ad-

Three differentgroups (IBTSWG,
WGBIFS, WGBEAM) currently provide
the survey information directly to
DATRAS, and some groups use the

The 2019, 2020 andsome 2021 rec-
ommendations to WGDG and ICES
DATRAS Team have beentakeninto
account. Additionally, requests

dressed to DATRAS DATRAS format as a starting point for  raisedfrom submitters orduring sur-
datasubmission (e.g. WGIPS). Over- vey working groups have beentaken
view of the generalissuesand devel-  into account.
opements is crucial to maintainthe
system effectively.
c Facilitate common function- ~ Alignment overthe surveys willfacili-  Main developments:

ality in terms of data provid-
ers and data user across dif-
ferent surveys toimprove up-
load efficiencyandallow
broader perspectives (cov-
ered by morethanonesur-
vey) can be effectively ad-
dressed.

tate automation processes atthe sub-
mitter’s side,and provide the oppor-
tunity to increase the information pro-
vided in the sets that have been in
DATRAS from the start.

DATRAS unified formatlaunchedin
Q32020

Aligned requests with respectto
DATRAS data to IBTSWG, WGBIFS,
WGBEAM.
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d Provide a platform forend A databasefilled by a significant num- Recommendations by end-user
user feedback to the DATRAS  ber of institutes and used by many groups have been taken intoac-
system, aswell as feedback  people and (stock) assessmentgroups count.
on the outcomes of those needs tobe keptup to date with re-
suggestions. spect to user requirements without

ad-hoc solutions for everyone.

Meeting frequency and reporting

The group meets three to four times a year by web conference. From all meetings detailed
minutesareavailableat the working group’s SharePoint, including actions for the participants.
This report contains the mainresults of the past year’s meetings (June-May).

ICES
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Progress report and outlook

Elaborate the framework on the governance of DATRAS (ToR a)

The governance framework provided by DIG has been filled in for DATRAS. A DIG subgroup
has reviewed the filled in framework in spring 2021. The suggestions have been taken into ac-
count. The qualitative evaluation of the current state of the data(base) governance of DATRAS
was postponed due to the slow reviewing process, and will be carried outby W GDG in autumn
2021, in close collaboration with DIG.

Advice to ICES Data Centre on the interpretation and prioritiza-
tion of recommendations (ToR b) & Provide a platform for end-

user feedback to the DATRAS system (ToR d)

The follow ing recommendations directed to ICES DATRAS Team and/or WGDG have beenre-
viewed and responded to in the recommendations database:

. WGBEAM recommends to create CPUE per length per Hour and Swept-area as a
DATRAS product for Inshore surveys (currently DFS/DYFS/SNS) (W GBEAM 2019-36);

. WGBEAM noted requirements for further developments of DATRAS and recommends
that thisis discussedin W GDG (W GBEAM 2021-18);

. The Baltic Fisheries Assessment Working Group (WGBFAS) recommends WGDG

(Working Group DATRAS Governance) to make it possible for member states toinclude
oxygen concentration into the DATRAS database. As of now, thereis only possibility to
upload salinity and temperature into the DATRAS database (W GBFAS2020-79);

o Timely provisionofindicesseries of the surveysin the assessment year (W GBFAS2020-
81,2020-83);

. Cooperationon the future streamlining and integration of the SmartDots database with
the Regional Database (RDBES) and DATRAS (W GSMART 2019-8);

. Productionof surveyindices on a regular basis by ICES according to the stock annexes

for whg.27.47dand whg.27.47d (area-specificindices; North, South) using new substitu-
tion method and upload to DATRAS as standard data product (Working Group on the
Assessment of Demersal Stocks in the North Sea and Skagerrak (W GNSSK) 2020-45).

On top of the formalrecommendations, some requests arose due to data submission issues:

. Withinthe IBTS, there wasa wishtoadd an additional sampling type. Thishasbeen put
into place, and communicated in IBTSWG.
. As a consequence of the unified format, the development stage of measured specimens

could be filled in. The checks were however not prepared for this, so WGDG has pro-
vided advice to DATRAS Team on the change of the consistency checks.

Some recommendations made to WGDG and/ or ICES DATRAS team in 2021 are still under
discussion:

. W GBEAM: 3 recommendations
. W GBIFS: 2 recommendations
) WGBFAS: 1 recommendation
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Align DATRAS over the different surveys (ToR ¢)

The DATRAS unified formathas beenintroduced in autumn2020. Submitters w ere informed in
good time regarding the format change with the result that no delay in data submission was
experienced due to the change in data format. More consideration should have been provided
when it came to communicating these changes to the dataend-users asmany were surprised by
the change of columnnamesin DATRAS. The update of the DATRAS documents still has to take
placeand is scheduled for 2021, by WGDG and DATRAS Team.

Other topics

Harmonization with the ICES acoustic database is in progress, especially with respect to variable
names. Boththeacoustic database and DATRAS contain biological fish information, fish length
information and fish haul information, but the terminology is different for similar variables. A
subgroup withICES Data Centre representatives, Working Group on Acoustic TrawlDataPortal
Governance (W GAcousticGov) chair and W GDG chair will be organized in second half of 2021
to further discussalignment of variable names.

ICES
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Annex 1: List of participants

Name

Institute

Country (of institute)

E-mail

Wim Allegaert

ILVO Vlaanderen

Belgium

wim.allegaert@ilvo.vlaanderen.be

Ingeborg de Boois

Wageningen Marine Re-
search

The Netherlands

ingeborg.deboois@wur.nl

Finlay Burns MSS Scotland, UK burnsf@marlab.ac.uk
Henrik Degel DTU Denmark hd@aqua.dtu.dk
Vaishav Soni ICES Denmark vaishav@ices.dk
Adriana Villamor (till November  |CES Denmark adriana.villamor@ices.dk
2020)

Cecilia Kvaavik ICES Denmark cecilia.kvaavik@ices.dk
(from December 2020)

Kai Wieland DTU Denmark kw@aqua.dtu.dk
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Annex 2:

Resolution

The Working Group on DATRAS Governance (WGDG), chaired by Ingeborg de Boois, Neth-
erlands, willmeetby web conference, four times per year and may also meet physically once per
year, toworkon ToRsand generate deliverablesas listed in the Table below.

Meetingdates Venue Reporting details Comments (change in
Chair, etc.)
Year 26 September Online meetings
2020 2019
Copenhagen, Denmark (dur-
17 December ing DIG)
2019
18+25 May 2020
Year 10 November Online meetings
2021 2020
28 January2021
20 April 2021
Year 22 September Online meetings Final reportby XXMay to
2022 2021 DSTSG and DIG
Copenhagen, Denmark (dur-
TBD ing DIG)
TBD

ToR descriptors

ToR Description Background Science Duration Expected Deliverables
plan
codes

a Further evolve the DIG had provided a governance 3.2,4.1, Generic A functional and effi-
framework onthe framework toreview a databasein 4.2 ToR cient framework with
governance of the broadestsense of the word. clear responsibilites
DATRAS Transparency aboutthe status of and taks for the gov-

the ICES databases is crucial to ernance of DATRAS.
maintainand improve the quality of
the databases and the data.

b Oversee andadvise  Three differentgroups (IBTSWG, 3.2,4.1, Generic  Atable of prioritised
on the interpretation WGBIFS, WGBEAM) currently pro- 4.2 ToR requests from data
and prioritisation of  vide the survey informationdirectly providersand data us-
recommendations to DATRAS, and some groups use ers for consideration
from expertgroups the DATRAS format as a starting by the data centre for
addressedto DATRAS point for datasubmission (e.g. improvements and up-

WGIPS). Overview of the general is- dates tothedataser-

sues and developementsis crucial vices on trawl and it-

to maintain the system effectively. ter databasedon the
ICES data infrastruc-
ture.

c Facilitate common Alignment overthesurveyswillfa-  3.2,4.1, Generic
functionalityin terms cilitate automationprocessesatthe 4.2 ToR

of data providers and
data useracross

submitter's side, and provide the
opportunity toincrease the

ICES
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different surveysto
improve upload effi-
ciency and allow
broader perspectives
(covered by more
than one survey) can
be effectively ad-

informationprovidedin the sets
that have beenin DATRAS from the
start.

dressed.
d Provide a platform A databasefilled by a significant 3.2,4.1, Generic Links to TOR b provid-
for end user feedback number of institutes and used by 4.2 ToR ingthe input for that

to the DATRAS sys-
tem, as well asfeed-
back on the out-
comes ofthose sug-

many peopleand (stock) assess-
ment groups needs to be kept upto
date withrespect touserrequire-
ments withoutad-hocsolutions for

taskin future.

gestions.

everyone.

Summary of the Work Plan

Year1l Workon all termsofreference infour 1.5hourskype meetings, provide oral report todata and information

group (DIG)

Year2 Workon all termsofreference infour 1.5hourskype meetings, provide oral report todata and information
group (DIG)

Year3 Workon all terms of reference infour 1.5 hourskype meetings, provide oral report todata and information

group (DIG), evaluate therelevance andfunctioning of the group

Supporting information

Priority

High. WGDG works to align DATRAS for the different surveys, evaluate the database for the
Data and Information Group (DIG) and oversee future development of DATRAS. These tasks
are wellaligned with ICES strategic planto continue to build our capacity and expertise in
managing, analysing, and interpreting data to support science and advice.

Resource require-
ments

A commitment of time fromthe members of the group consistent with progressing actions
identifiedin the quarterly meetings

Participants

Members of ICES Data Centre involved in DATRAS developments, chairwith a direct linkwith
(=participating in) DIG, representatives of survey groups submitting data to DATRAS (currently
WGBIFS, IBTSWG, WGBEAM)

Secretariat facilities

Community Sharepoint site, Remote meeting facilities.

Financial

No financialimplications.

Linkages to ACOM and
groups under ACOM

This is anintegral componentto the overall Quality Assurance framework (of Advice) that
ACOM togetherwith the Coordination group are describing

Linkages to other com-
mittees orgroups

There is averyclose working relationship with the fish trawl survey groups. There is a strong
linkage to DIG as the main umbrella for data/software governance structures.

Linkages to other or-
ganizations

No
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