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The distribution of Soleo senegalensis on tho south-western
coast of Spain during the yeors 1971-1977 is-roported.
Differences betweon Soleo senegalensis and 5. solea are
discussed, since this appoars to bo the first record of
Soleo senegalensis in tho Sponish coostol waters.

Soleo senegalonsis hos been ci ted o~ 0 cornrnon species on the llost
African Coast from Senegal to fioro"cco (A3CUSSQUA,H, 1972; CADErV.T, 1951;
CE~VIGON, 1960; F<1!LE.1, 1936; FU.~~~ESTj]! et 01., 1953; raELSEi!, 1963)
ond noted off Portugal (D1AGt.t~~., quoted in LOZI\f:O ~EY, 1960) ond France
(t1o.~EAU, 1381). LOZAH01EY (op. cit.) end GUIDAL!f~ (quoted in T010110,
19:3) suggested that it is also probobly to bo found in the south-western
coast of Spain and in the fiediterraneon, respectively.

Tho similarity betwoen Soleo ~enegalensis ond Solea soleo is such
that the preexistent proservod material depositod in tho collection of
our laborotory ond consisting in four spocimens of the first species
caught during tho yoars 1971-1972 in the lIesteros" (fish ponds) of the
province of Cadiz was labelied as Soleo soleo. Inour sampies from "es-

t

teros" since October of 197!J up until the present.time, we have only
founded ~leo senogalensi~ there.

The identification of Solea senegalensis was made on fish captured

in -the oreos shown in Fig. 1 using the works of LOZAtlO CABO (1967) and
lOV\UO :~EY (op. cit.), and three specimens of seme which were used for
comporison, which were kindly handed over by Dr. J." t1aigret, IFAU (Uni-
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versity of Deker, Senegal) and identified by ~J. Cadonat. In both studies
Solea solea and 5. senegalensis are distinguishe~ by one or other of the
following two features: 1) Spaee between front nasol tube and edge of
head on blind side 1.50 to 1.75 in spaee bet\.,een front nasal tube and
mouth eleft; (in S. 'senegalensis thu relationship is 2 to 2 t). 2) ~ound

blaek spot of right half of peetorol terminally; (in S. senegolensis the
peetoral membrane is entirely blaek). ~~o other eharaeteristie has becn
mentioned to rJistinguish the two speeies, al though 110:1EAU (op. ci t.) has
already reported a different renge of variation in the number of verte
brae in each speeies. Table I show the vertebral counts of Solea solea
and S. senegalensis on the Atlantie Coast of Europe and Horth Africa.
As can be seen in the table the number of vertebrae in each species is
also different end thus can be used to distinguish them in the Eastern
Atlantie.

T/~BLE I

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Vertebral counts.

f'~umber

of
specimens

::ange flean
of

variation

Locality Author

136· 47-52 50.34 0.31 South Ceast DE5B105SES,
ef ßrittany 1950.

Solea solea 48-52 Eastorn tJIOiOLS, 1976
i'~orth Sen• 30 40-51 49.57 0.80 Aree 3 Present paper
(Fig. 1)

162 43.00 --- !sle of AßOU5S0U\tJ~

Goree 1972
5. senegalensis (Senegal)

34 43-46 44.93 0.59 Areas 2, 3 Present paper
and 4
(r-ig .. 1)

LOZANO CABO (op. eit.) considers tho prosenco of Solea senegalonsis on
the Spanish peninsular eoast strange. However said speeies contitutos os
important 0 fishery in tho "esteros" as on the gpanish south atlantic
eoast. It still remains for the existenee to be confirmed in the Uestern
Hedi torranean, however wo agroo with GHIDt.LIIi (quoted in TO~aUO, op. ci t.)
that i t is probably to bo found thora. go WO also think that i t is inte
resting to mark down its areo of distribution on our coast.
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