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1 3rd June. Working party on Fishery Statistics 

On 03/04 June 2010, Eurostat hosted the Fisheries Statistics Working Group and the 
Eurostat/ICES Liaison Working Group. Some 40 delegates from the Member States, 
Iceland, Norway, Turkey, Croatia, in addition to representatives of DG MARE and 
JRC participated in the meeting. Delegates from FAO and ICES were present as ob-
servers. 

Item 1 - Adoption of the agenda and introductory statements 

For approval 

The meeting was opened by Pedro Díaz Muñoz, Director of Eurostat Directorate E – 
Sectoral and Regional Statistics, who gave a short overview of the main priorities for 
Fisheries Statistics for 2010, highlighting the objectives of improving efficiency, qual-
ity and visibility in the sector. 

The Chair, Gita Vergina, Head of Unit E2 – Agriculture and Fisheries, welcomed rep-
resentatives of DG MARE, the JRC, ICES and FAO to the meeting and introduced the 
Eurostat Fisheries Statistics Team, Franco Zampogna (Head), Matthew Elliott, Steffie 
Bos and Annabelle Jansen. The chart reflecting the structure of Directorate E follow-
ing the reorganization in 2009 and changes at head of Unit level in Units E1 and E2 
was presented. 

She pointed out that all working group documents were available on CIRCA at least 
four weeks before the meeting. In addition, all PowerPoint presentations given dur-
ing the meeting would also be made available on CIRCA immediately after the meet-
ing. The agenda was adopted. 

Item 2 – Adoption of the minutes of 7/8 June 2009 

For approval 

The minutes of the last Working Group meeting held on 8–9 June 2009 were formally 
adopted. 

For the future, the Chair announced that full minutes of meetings would be drafted 
only in EN and proposed to use a standard approach for full minutes. The draft full 
minutes would be sent to the Member States one month after the meeting, giving 
them one month to send their comments. Eurostat would insert the comments re-
ceived into the minutes and send the new version to the Member States. The new 
version would also be put on CIRCA as the final minutes. There would nevertheless 
be an opportunity to comment on the minutes of the previous meeting during the 
following meeting. 

The Members of the Working Group agreed on the proposed approach as regards the 
full minutes for future meetings. 
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Item 3 – Data transmission compliance review 

For information and discussion 

Introduction 

Eurostat presented an overview of the situation with compliance with data submis-
sion deadlines in 2009. The importance of timely receipt of data and the problems 
arising from late reports was highlighted.  A summary of some of the errors found in 
the 2009 landings reports was given. 

MSs were asked to respect data submission deadlines and consider other aspects of 
data quality, discussed in more detail under item 4.3 of the Agenda. 

MSs were also requested to use eDAMIS to send data to Eurostat and to use the pre-
ferred CSV or flat file format for these reports. 

Discussion 

FR and PO confirmed that aquaculture data had been send, although late.  FR cited 
technical reasons for the delay. 

ES stated that they were experiencing difficulties in retrieving information though 
these were less acute than in 2009.  They expected reporting delays of 1–3 months.  ES 
were also concerned by problems caused by the ASFIS species list was not being 
static. 

RO asked about methodology for producing fisheries statistics, progress with SDMX 
implementation and relations between GFCM and FAO. 

FAO noted that some fishing areas and species codes in Regulation (EC) No 216/2009 
needed to be updated in line with changes.  These were not expected to result in ma-
jor problems.  FAO asked MSs to bear in mind that FAO, Eurostat and regional fish-
eries organizations like GFCM were independent of each other and developed 
requirements separately. More could be done to organize wider sharing of data.  It 
was confirmed that reports sent to Eurostat could be and were shared with FAO and 
were acceptable in place of their STATLANT format. 

ESTAT noted that Working Documents were sent out a month before the meeting 
and the compliance position was reflected at that point.  The submissions of FR and 
PO were noted.  With ICES they confirmed that changes to the ASFIS list were gener-
ally minor and would not result in significant problems.  Issues of methodology, 
SDMX and aligning with FAO standards were discussed under separate items of the 
Agenda. 

Conclusions 

The WG agreed the contents of Doc. Fish 292 including the compliance table with 
modifications noted in the meeting. 

MSs were asked to respect data submission deadlines and to check reports before 
dispatch to Eurostat. 

Eurostat agreed that they would continue to work with other organizations to reduce 
reporting burdens. 
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Item 4.1 – Report to the European Parliament and the Council on the 
implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1921/2006 on the submission of 
statistical data on landings and fishery products 

For information 

Eurostat informed the meeting of progress made with respect to the provisions in 
Regulation (EC) No 1921/2006 for submission of an assessment report to the Euro-
pean Parliament and the Council on the statistical data compiled pursuant to this 
Regulation and in particular on their relevance and quality and on the submission by 
Member States to the Commission of a detailed methodological report describing 
how the data were collected and the statistics compiled. 

It was noted that the Report to the European Parliament and the Council had been 
circulated to CPSA members for comment earlier in 2010 and was awaiting adoption 
through formal Commission procedures. Recent additional comments from DK had 
been noted and had been incorporated into a revised draft. 

SI and MT noted discrepancies in some figures presented in the tables annexed to the 
Report and Eurostat agreed to investigate these. 

Item 4.2 – Implementation of Regulation (EC) No. 762/2008 on Aquaculture 
Statistics 

For information and discussion 

Introduction 

Eurostat gave presented the state of play of the implementation of Regulation (EC) 
No 762/2008 on Aquaculture statistics and related decisions granting transitional pe-
riods as well as derogations for the Member States which made a duly motivated re-
quest. Eurostat highlighted the new system for processing aquaculture data. Some 
new quality issues had been found and would be discussed bilaterally with MSs. 
Some MSs had requested submission of alternative or finer detail than required by 
the legislation. Eurostat advised that they were actively considering these sugges-
tions. 

MSs who had not sent methodological reports as required by the Regulation were 
asked to do this by September 2010. This would allow Eurostat to compile a report on 
data quality for the European Parliament and the Council in 2011. 

Eurostat advised that requests for derogations from the Regulation had been received 
from AT, BE, CZ and LU. The LU request had been accepted but written clarification 
had been sought from the others. This was needed before the official procedure for 
adoption could be launched, which was intended to be concluded by autumn. 

Discussion 

DE advised that they had sought grant aid for their industry and asked whether a 
quality report was expected from them. 

DK advised that they had been occupied with building a new aquaculture database 
and had chosen to delay submission of the methodological report as a consequence. 
This would be done by September. 
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FI and RO noted definitional problems with juveniles and fish eggs and asked how 
the data were being used. 

Eurostat noted the problem with eggs and juveniles definitions. This had also been 
raised in bilateral contact with DE and had been identified while processing the data.  
It was still too early to advise on data use as processing was still underway. Bilateral 
contact with MSs on issues identified with the data was expected. 

Conclusions 

AT, BE and CZ were requested to respond to Eurostat’s request for additional infor-
mation to support derogations under Article 8. 

Methodological reports were requested to be sent by the end of September. 

Eurostat agreed to investigate definitional issues and report on data use by the next 
Working Group. 

Item 4.3 – Quality requirements 

For information and discussion 

Introduction 

Eurostat gave an overview of the Eurostat quality framework and requirements for 
quality reports under Regulation (EC) No. 223/2009 (the Regulation on European Sta-
tistics) with a view to implement those requirements.  The existing requirements for 
quality reporting in existing were also reviewed.   Eurostat proposed to launch a 
Quality Task Force comprising half a dozen MSs to look at this issue and propose 
quality indicators. MSs were asked to express their interest in joining this group by 
the end of June and supply name and contact details.  MSs were also asked to con-
firm that they were content for their methodological reports for landings to be pub-
lished on Circa. 

Discussion 

DE was in favour of quality reporting and suggested aligning with work for animal 
production.  They noted that they would be interested in participating in the Task 
Force. 

IE welcomed the approach to quality reporting and noted that reports were only as 
good as the content.  The recently identified problem with IE landings data for 2007 
was raised and the suggestion that Eurostat refuse to publish suspect MS data where 
no confirmation had been supplied. 

FR were aware of Eurostat’s approach to quality and advised that improving data 
quality was a constant concern.  They were keen to share experiences and indicated 
that they might be interested in participating in a task force. 

Eurostat welcomed the DE proposal and possible Task Force participation.  It was 
noted that some issues were specific to fisheries and would have to be dealt with out-
side a join animal production/fisheries group. The fisheries specific elements would 
need to be identified.  Eurostat thanked France for their comments and recognized 
the problems they outlined.  Improved quality checks were envisaged with imple-
mentation of new IT systems at Eurostat.  Eurostat highlighted that they were unable 
to refuse to publish data that had been sent to them. 
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Conclusions 

MSs were asked to advise Eurostat of participation in a Quality task Force by the end 
of June. 

No objections were raised to publication of methodological reports on Circa. 

Item 5.1 – Introduction of SDMX (Statistical data and Metadata Exchange) in 
Fisheries Statistics 

For information and discussion 

Introduction 

Eurostat gave a presentation of progress with introducing SDMX as a reporting for-
mat and structure for fisheries statistics and highlighted the need to send reports 
through the eDAMIS Single Point of Entry. 

Eurostat advised on cooperating with FAO, ICES, DG MARE and others on the stan-
dardization of SDMX compliant code lists.  MSs had participated in a workshop in 
March 2010 looking at transmission of SDMX reports and validation at point of re-
ceipt using the eDAMIS validation engine.  This was followed up with implementa-
tion testing in SE, LV and UK May.  A meeting was also held with DG MARE and the 
UK Marine Monitoring Organisation to look at the wider potential for SDMX use.  
Eurostat had also sent a letter to WG Members asking that they align to a CSV file 
format as part of the transition to SDMX.  The use of a common CSV format was con-
sidered to be a major advance in itself. 

Eurostat advised of their intention to update their legislation to reference standard 
code lists and a single point of entry.  This could not be done through a gentleman’s 
agreement as Regulations already included data transmission requirements. 

Discussion 

ES felt that the area codes they used for Area 27 reports were more detailed than Eu-
rostat had advised. 

DK asked if DG MARE had formally adopted SDMX as a standard. 

Eurostat advised that eDAMIS would not block submission of data where MS over-
ruled the validation controls. The issue of different codes could be addressed through 
the SDMX converter which could be modified to generate SDMX compliant codes 
from a MS's own lists.  Eurostat agreed to look at this on behalf of data suppliers. 

DG MARE advised that they had not formally adopted SDMX but were working 
closely with Eurostat. SDMX offered great potential to standardize and formalize 
code lists and processes and was under serious consideration. 

Conclusions 

Eurostat advised that they could not continue with current situation and SDMX was 
their chosen solution for fisheries (in line with wider Eurostat policy). SDMX was 
under active consideration by DG MARE. 

Eurostat agreed to look at modification of the SDMX converter to automatically re-
code MS's own area codes to SDMX standard. 
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MSs were requested to use the advised CSV file structure for reporting and provide 
comments on the advice provided by Eurostat by the end of June. 

MSs were asked to use eDAMIS for data transmission and to note renaming of 
eDAMIS reports for catch statistics. 

Item 5.2 - MDT (Multi Dimensional Table) – New Fisheries Production 
Database 

For information 

Eurostat gave an overview of the project to develop a new MDT production database 
to house fisheries data collections. This aims to streamline the collection, to use stan-
dardized tools in the whole data process, to increase the quality of the data and to 
ensure better dissemination of the fisheries statistics.  Attention was drawn to the 
possibilities offered by MDT for improved quality checking including outlier detec-
tion. 

Item 6 – Overview of publications and dissemination Initiatives 

For information 

Eurostat gave a short presentation of the dissemination of paper and electronic fisher-
ies publications for fisheries statistics including Statistics in Focus and Data in Focus 
newsletters and the fisheries pocketbook. A practical demonstration of the Eurostat 
database and statistical downloads was also provided. 

Item 7.1 – Report on the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between DG 
ESTAT and DG MARE 

For information and discussion 

Introduction 

Eurostat gave an overview of cooperation between DG ESTAT and DG MARE in-
cluding the content of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the two 
Commission DGs and its renewal in 2010.  A summary was given of the meeting held 
earlier in the year to discuss issues of parallel concern and to jointly investigate solu-
tions.  Issues covered included renewal of the MoU itself, inclusion of Maritime Pol-
icy including and development of complementary data collection systems. Outcomes 
were included in an Action Plan. 

Francky Callewaert of DG MARE’s new unit B2 was introduced as Eurostat's main 
point of contact in DG MARE.  Unit B2 were charged with data collection and man-
agement including on TAC and quotas, fishing licensing, ad-hoc controls, geographi-
cal information and future efficiency and simplification. 

Discussion 

ES welcomed the cooperation between the two DGs and asked why there was not 
better cooperation in other areas for example, structural statistics. 

RO highlighted difficulties in interpreting and meeting requirements of Regulation 
(EC) No. 199/2008 (MARE’s Data Collection Regulation). 
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DG MARE explained that DCR requirements were very clear with all steps ex-
plained.  Data calls were conducted through the JRC. MSs could recover up to half of 
their costs for meeting DCR requirements from the EC. 

Eurostat advised that cooperation with MARE in other areas was underway, particu-
larly in the context of the New Market Observatory for Fisheries Products, discussed 
under item 7.2. 

Conclusions 

Cooperation between the two DGs was welcomed. This will continue. 

MSs were requested to write to DG MARE with any specific issues on the Data Col-
lection Regulation. 

Item 7.2 – Eurostat involvement in Inter-Service Groups of DG MARE 

For information 

Eurostat gave an overview of their contribution to DG MARE inter-service groups ad 
inter-service consultations.  These included the Green Paper on the reform of the 
Common Fisheries Policy and the European Observatory for Fisheries and Aquacul-
ture Products (EOFAP).  For EOFAP Eurostat was cooperating in several areas in-
cluding supply of trade and processing information. 

DG MARE gave a presentation on the EOFAP which aimed to provide stakeholders 
and administrations a better understanding of fisheries markets and achieve greater 
stability.  To do this the Observatory would collect, harmonize and analyse data from 
MSs and from international sources for all stages along the supply chain. 

ES approved of the Observatory concept and advised that they had their own food 
market surveys.  This provided good information on fresh produce but information 
on frozen products and some species was difficult to obtain.  They asked if Observa-
tory data would be made available to MSs. 

FI and NL noted similar problems as for ES.  FI pointed out that there were some-
thing in the region of 1 million possible fisheries products. 

DG MARE noted the issues raised and agreed to look into dissemination of Observa-
tory data. 

Conclusions 

Cooperation between services and the Observatory was welcomed. 

DG MARE agreed to investigate dissemination of EOFAP information to MSs. 

Item 8 – Eurostat’s international commitments 

For information 

Eurostat provided an overview of their involvement with other international bodies 
in the previous year.  These activities help to maintain coordination between these 
organizations on technical and statistical standards and reduce MSs’ reporting bur-
dens.  Activities included contribution to the Coordinating Working Party for Fisher-
ies Statistics (CWP) in February this year.  Eurostat contributions included presenting 
on the Eurostat-FAO-ICES project on implementation of SDMX for data transmission 
on sharing and agreeing to lead the redrafting of the social and economic components 
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of the CWP Handbook of Fishery Statistical Standards.  Eurostat also advised that a 
possible MoU with the GFCM was being considered jointly with DG MARE to be 
should be looked at the context of harmonization of the data collection architecture. 

ESP enquired whether similar contacts were being conducted with NAFO. 

Eurostat advised that they did not attend NAFO meetings but were in close contact.  
Problems with redefinition of GFCM areas were noted. 

Conclusions 

Eurostat agreed to invite NAFO to present at the next Working Group in 2011. 

Item 9 - Any other business 

No additional items were raised. 
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2 4th June. Opening, agenda and minutes from 2009 meeting 

Franco Zampogna opened the meeting 9 am o’clock. There were no amendments to 
the Agenda and the minutes from previous meeting (9 June 2009) were approved. 
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3 ICES Advisory process 

The ICES secretariat made a presentation on the way statistical data coming from var-
ious sources are analysed from a scientific view point and made available as advice to 
the European Commission. Amongst the data sources, Eurostat's statistics provided 
by the Member States are one of the components of this advisory process. 
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4 Extension of the database 1950–1972 and 1973–2005 

David Cross (ICES Consultant) reported on the work undertaken by the ICES Secre-
tariat on the database of catch statistics for the Northeast Atlantic. 

At the start of this project in 2006 the ICES/Eurostat database commenced with data 
for 1973. It had long been recognized by the ICES Secretariat that there was a desire 
from, among others, fishery scientists within the ICES community, other researchers 
and environmentalists for longer time-series. However lack of the necessary re-
sources within the ICES Secretariat had delayed the work. In 2006 the work achieved 
a higher priority as a consequence of the imminent retirement of the officers within 
the ICES Secretariat and Eurostat with a long experience of processing the data. 

The first stage of the project to extend the database was to compile the data for the 
period 1950–1972, the starting point being using Excel worksheets for the period 
1950–1972 resulting from an earlier study by the University of British Columbia 
(UBC) and kindly supplied by UBC to the ICES Secretariat.  These data were checked 
against the data published in the relevant editions of the ICES Bulletin Statistique, the 
original national data submissions to ICES, any subsequent correspondence with the 
national authorities, reports of the ICES stock assessment group reports and the cor-
responding data submitted by the national authorities to FAO. In May 2007 the re-
sults of this work were sent to the national authorities with a request that they review 
the data and submit any revisions they considered necessary. The results, incorporat-
ing the revisions requested by the national authorities, were made available in FAO’s 
FISHSTAT Plus format on the ICES website (www.ices.dk/fish/statlant/ices5072.zip). 

The second stage of the project was to validate the data on the ICES/Eurostat catch 
database for the period 1973–2005, the range of data available at the start of the pro-
ject.  In practice the second stage overlapped the first stage in timing because a major 
objective was to obtain continuous time-series covering the period 1950–2005.  The 
data available in the ICES/Eurostat database were checked against the data published 
in the relevant editions of the ICES Bulletin Statistique, the original national data 
submissions to ICES and Eurostat, any subsequent correspondence with the national 
authorities, reports of the ICES stock assessment group reports and the correspond-
ing data submitted by the national authorities to FAO. This process was completed in 
early 2009 and at the joint ICES/Eurostat Working Group meeting in May 2009 the 
national representatives were requested to review the results and inform ICES of any 
revisions they wished to be included. In March 2010, taking into account the feedback 
from the national authorities, the results of the first two stages of the project were 
combined and, with a short delay as a result of a lack of resources within Eurostat, 
have been made incorporated in the ICES/Eurostat catch database for the NE Atlan-
tic. The data will also be made available shortly in the FISHSTAT Plus format for 
down-loading from the ICES website. 

A third stage was then added to the project. ICES was founded in 1902 and has pub-
lished catch statistics in the annual volumes of the Bulletin Statistique since that time. 
As part of the project it was decided to process these data held in the ICES archives as 
hard-copy publications. However it was soon evident that, particularly in the earlier 
years, the data were incomplete both in terms of the number of reporting countries 
and the species coverage by the countries and hence that there was a risk of misinter-
pretation of the data were they to be presented as time-series in the same manner as 
with the data for 1950–2005. Thus it was decided to present the data as an Excel file 
for each reporting country containing individual worksheets for each year in the 
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range 1903–1949. This work has now been completed and consideration is being 
given within the ICES Secretariat as to how to disseminate the information on the 
ICES website while drawing the attention of users to limited comparability of the 
data. 

Mr Cross drew the attention of the Working Group to the fact that there remain dis-
crepancies between the ICES/Eurostat database and the FAO database, discrepancies 
which could affect the credibility of both databases. He proposed that, although the 
identification and eventual elimination of these discrepancies involved meticulous 
examination of individual datasets requiring a heavy call on the scarce staff resources 
of all the secretariats concerned, consideration should be given attempting to resolve 
the situation, at least for the more recent. 
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5 Report on cooperation: ICES-Eurostat 

Eurostat gave a presentation highlighting areas of cooperation between Eurostat and 
ICES in development of common standards and processes in the previous year. 

A follow-up meeting to the 2009 Working Group was held with ICES and FAO at the 
ICES HQ in Copenhagen on 16–17 November 2009. This provided a ‘launch pad’ for 
cooperation between ICES, Eurostat and FAO on implementation of SDMX as an in-
ternational standard for fisheries information, the use of agreed validation standards 
and the extension of the joint catch database.  SDMX was accepted in principle as a 
suitable standard for all organizations and joint statement of policy and overview of 
data collection initiatives was prepared. 

The SDMX initiative was presented by Mette Bertelsen (ICES) at the D4Science World 
User and Integrated Capture Information System (ICIS) meetings on 25–27 Novem-
ber in Rome.  At this event ICES also gave a presentation on their experience in han-
dling integrated documents and shared document environment in the ICES advisory 
process during 2008–2009. 

A further presentation on SDMX as international standard for fisheries was made by 
Franco Zampogna (Eurostat) to the Coordinating Working Party (CWP) at the meet-
ing in Tasmania in February 2010.  In this Eurostat promoted the use of SDMX as an 
international standard and highlighting planned follow-up work. 

A number of issues were raised on the technical aspects of SDMX implementation 
and these were taken forward to Eurostat's March SDMX workshop and associated 
meetings with FAO, ICES and DG MARE. There was a strong emphasis on the need 
to present the considerable benefits of SDMX standardization and not overplaying 
the technical details which it was thought might act as a deterrent to some. The need 
to ensure full cooperation between information technology and fisheries experts in 
the implementing processes of SDMX model was also emphasized. 

All parties (FAO, ICES and Eurostat with DG MARE) met once more in Luxembourg 
on 4 March 2010 to discuss how to take the SDMX initiative forward and Eurostat 
agreed to act as secretariat for this work. 
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6 Any other business 

FAO advised that the UNSD had recently agreed the Global Strategy on Improving 
Agricultural Statistics. 

The main concept of the Strategy was to integrate agriculture statistics into national 
data collection statistical systems through sharing of common linkage information. 
Fisheries and aquaculture were considered to be a sub-sector of agriculture. It was 
also considered that integration and harmonization among statistics of all agricul-
tural sub-sectors would help to obtain a better overall picture, especially on socio-
economic aspects, of fishery and aquaculture sub-sector. 

For implementation for fisheries and aquaculture, two initial steps were identified as 
being needed: 

i ) The identification of people engaged in fisheries (full-time, part-time or 
in conjunction with other occupations through population census.  This 
would become frame data in developing further sampling schemes, 

and 

ii ) Inclusion of fishery/aquaculture alongside area oriented surveys, such as 
rural, household, land and water use, and market surveys.  The Strategy 
also strongly encourages the use of GIS and satellite imagery as well as 
administrative information for frame information, which would be useful 
for fishery/aquaculture sub-sector. 

Progress would be reported at the next meeting. 
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7 Final conclusion of both meetings 

• The full minutes of the WG would be uploaded in Circa by 5 July. 
• Eurostat indicated that the next meeting was not yet scheduled, but was 

expected to be held either end of May or beginning of June 2011. 
• Methodological reports on aquaculture were requested from MSs by end 

of September 2010. 
• AT, BE and CZ were requested to respond to Eurostat’s request for addi-

tional information to support derogations under Article 8 of Regulation 
(EC) No. 762/2008. 

• MSs were asked to advise Eurostat of participation in a Quality task Force 
by the end of June 2010. 

• Eurostat agreed to investigate definitional issues with eggs and juveniles 
and use of data and report on data use by the next Working Group (at the 
latest). 

• MSs were requested to use the advised CSV file structure but comments on 
the advice provided by Eurostat are requested by the end of June. 

• MSs were asked to use eDAMIS for data transmission and to note renam-
ing of eDAMIS reports for catch statistics. 

• Eurostat agreed to look at modification of the SDMX converter to recode 
MS area code to SDMX standard. 

• MSs were requested to write to DG MARE with any specific issues on the 
Data Collection Regulation. 

• DG MARE agreed to investigate dissemination of EOFAP information to 
MSs. 

• Eurostat agreed to invite NAFO and one or two MSs to present at the next 
Working Group in May 2011. 

• FAO to report on progress with the Global Strategy on Improving Agricul-
tural Statistics at the next Working Group. 

Eurostat thanked all the members of the Fisheries Statistics Working Group, the col-
leagues from DG AGRI, JRC and other international institutions for their active par-
ticipation and the interpreters for their valuable contribution. 

Working documents once available can be found at: 

http://circa.europa.eu/Members/irc/dsis/fishery/information 
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