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Foreword

Delivering high quality advice is essential to ICES success. To this end, quality assurance of the
entire process from data collection to the publication of objective advice is the first priority in
the ICES Advisory plan. ICES aims to provide quality control and assurance processes in an
end-to-end quality assurance framework that will encompass best practice in data management,
data integration, and translation into advice. This series focusses on one aspect of this frame-
work, which is to have well described and standard schematics of each of the data flows coming
through the ICES data management systems.

This document focusses on the data flow into the ICES Acoustic Trawl data portal and database
which host processed acoustic and biotic data collected on acoustic trawl surveys in the North-
east Atlantic and Baltic sea. The data hosted at ICES are primarily collected by research institu-
tions within ICES member countries. Data submission deadlines for the individual surveys are
related to the advice process and set by the ICES survey coordination groups in dialogue with
the ICES assessment and benchmark groups who are the main users of these data. There is no
dedicated data call for the submission of these data..

Data are provided under the general ICES data policy, specific access conditions are covered by
the open license CC BY 4.0 (Creative Commons, International Attribution).
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Meta-information on this data flow

Table 1.1. Dataflow basic information

Data Data flow Purpose Data centre staff Customers
portal
Acoustic Acoustic Support Adriana Villamor; Herring Assessment
Trawl assessment . Working Group for the
Hijalt P 5
Surveys and ICES jatt rarhet Area South of 62° N
advice Thtsham Ul Haq (HAWG)
duct Minh
products fhas Working Group on
Southern Horse
Mackerel, Anchovy, and
Sardine (WGHANSA)

Working  Group on
Widely Distributed

Stocks (WGWIDE)
Table 1.2. Data flow linkages
Linked data flow(s) Linkage direction (linked dataflow requires this dataflow, or linked da-
taflow is required by this dataflow)
Oceanography Conductivity, temperature, and depth (CTD) data collected in acoustic sur-

veys is reported to the ICES Oceanography database

WGNAPES database Zooplankton data collected in acoustic surveys in the Nordic countries is
reported to the WGNAPES! database , which is kept externally to ICES

Table 1.3. Recurring advice products using Acoustic data, and corresponding review groups. It is possible
that special advice is requested, in which case a temporary review group is formed.

Advice Review group

Single stock advice Stock dependent

1 Working Group on Northeast Atlantic Pelagic Ecosystem Surveys (WGNAPES), succeeded by WGIPS
2011/2012
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Data flow schematic
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Data collection
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Symbology
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