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ABSTRACT: Ecological scorecards are used as a communication tool, requiring groups to
pool data, expertise, and discuss in order to develop a final product that can be used by
technical and non-technical audiences alike. They are a reporting tool, taking complex
monitoring data and providing stakeholders with an easy to understand value judgment
and assigning a trend. They are a collaborative tool, offering stakeholders and managers
the opportunity to take actions necessary to improve the value judgments on the next
reporting cycle. They are an information gap tool, identifying areas of monitoring that are
either insufficient to make an informed value judgment or nonexistent.
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